
T here were already ac-
tive limestone quar-
ries to the north (Aber-

duna) and to the south (Burley 
Hill). If planning consent were 
to be given Maeshafn would 
be in the unique, and invi-
dious, position of having active 
quarries on three sides of the 
village. The resulting uproar 
led to the formation of the 
Maeshafn and District Rural 
Association (MADRA).
The planning application was 
refused by the County Council, 
the applicant appealed and a 
Public Inquiry was held. The 
Inspector turned down the ap-
plication but suggested that a 
modified scheme would be ac-
ceptable. This led to a series of 
further planning applications.

The MADRA committee rea-
lised the seriousness of the 
situation and intensively lob-
bied all and sundry. Groups 

of residents also attended all 
the relevant County Council 
Committee Meetings that dis-
cussed the matter over the co-
ming years. Although residents 
were not allowed to partici-
pate their presence alone was 
sufficient to emphasise the im-
portance of the matter and to 
keep it in the public eye.
At this time planning controls 
were weak and active quarries 
were opening up throughout 
the Clwyd area. The Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
had not yet been designated 
and mineral planning policies 
were only in the early stages 
of development. The county 
councils were reorganized in 
1974 and the newly formed 
Clwyd County Council drew up 
a proposed Minerals Plan. This 
was deemed inadequate and 
rejected by the Welsh Office 
Inspector who presided over 
an Examination in Public.

MADRA decided to employ 
the services of a professional 
planning expert. This initiated 
a lengthy battle to save the 
mountain that lasted near-
ly thirty years. Suffice to say 
this involved 7 planning ap-
plications, 3 Public Inquiries, 
and a series of legal actions 
ending up with a decision in 
the Queen’s Bench Division 
of the High Court in 1992. The 
final decision was in favour of 
the then applicants (Messrs F 
G Whitley, a local company). 
However villagers were not 
taking this as final and decided 
to campaign for the public 
ownership of the mountain. 
This resulted in the formation 
of the Friends of Moel Findeg 
charity in 1996.

The Friends decided to ap-
proach influential persons 
who might be able to help and 
also to raise funds to purchase 
the land. The original plan in 
1993 was for the land to be-
come a public park. However 
funds were not forthcoming 
for this. A second approach 
in 1995 was for it to be desi-
gnated as a Local Nature Re-
serve as it contained a rare ha-
bitat – a Lowland Heath. If this 

was successful it would be the 
first one designated in north 
east Wales since the passing of 
the relevant Act of Parliament 
in 1949!

An application was made to 
the Lottery Heritage Fund. 
The timing was opportune as 
it had become obvious that 
north east Wales had not yet 
benefited from this source of 
funding. The Fund organizers 
were happy to consider the 
proposals. However the Fund 

would not, as a matter of poli-
cy, provide the whole purchase 
price. The Friends intensified 
their fund raising activities 
and large donations were re-
ceived from Prince Charles, 
the Duke of Westminster, the 
former Clwyd County Coun-
cil, local businesses and very 
many members of the public. 
(By now about 450 people 
had joined the Friends and 
contributed to the fund rai-
sing.) The purchase price of 
£465,000 was achieved and 

the land finally passed into the 
ownership of the new Den-
bighshire County Council in 
1999. The Friends continued 
to raise funds and to contri-
bute financially to the deve-
lopment of the Nature Reserve 
until the charity was wound up 
in 2013.
In a short article it is impos-
sible to record in detail the ef-
forts of so many organizations 
and individuals who collec-
tively were responsible for the 
final outcome of the battle to 
save the mountain. With the 
development of the nearby 
Aberduna Nature Reserve 
owned by the North Wales 
Wildlife Trust Maeshafn is 
fortunate nowadays in having 
two Nature Reserves as close 
neighbours.
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The story of Moel   Findeg

In early January 1969 the inhabitants of Maeshafn 
learnt that a planning application had been filed 
with the then Denbighshire County Council for 
the quarrying of Moel Findeg. This was quite 
a bombshell as the mountain dominated the 
village. Tony King reminds us of this incredible 
story of a community in love with a mountain.

Part 
II

The AONB manages the reserve in 
partnership with the Friends of Moel 
Findeg and lots of help from volunteers.

The signature of the deal by the representant of  the Denbighshire County Council  
in Maeshafn, 21 years ago.
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