
Wednesday      6.00 to 11.00
Thursday      6.00 to 11.00

Friday      6.00 to 11.00

Saturday   12.00 to 11.00
Sunday      12.00 to 11.00
Closed on Mondays, except for Bank Holidays

WALKERS WELCOME, DOG FRIENDLY

FOR INFORMATIONS CALL  01352 810 464 - VILLAGE ROAD, MAESHAFN, CH75LR

WWW. MINERS-ARMS-MAESHAFN.COM

So come along and cosy up to our double sided wood burning fire 
and enjoy the finest service in the area. 

Welcome to the Miners Arms Maeshafn, where hospitality 
and a fine selection of real ales, lagers and wines await your enjoyment.

I n  basic terms I inspect the 
“West Region” and survey 
all Commonwealth Head-

stones and Private Memori-
als in that area from WW1 
and WW2, and more recent-
ly I look after MoD graves of 
casualties who lost their lives 
whilst serving for their country 
outside of the Two Great Wars. 
We have team of 12 covering 
the region made up of memo-
rial masons, horticultural staff 
and stonemasons for the larg-
er monuments. 
Dominic showed me the pho-
tographs taken by Ian Robin-
son (see above) of the damage 
to the churchyard caused by a 
large fallen branch during a re-
cent storm. I decided to head 
down to Llanferres Church 

that day to assess any possi-
ble damage to the two WWGC 
graves there. When I arrived 
the branch had been cleared 
and I reported that thankfully 
our two lads had escaped any 
damage
The sites we manage are most-
ly made up of scattered war 
graves where the majority of 
casualties have been returned 
to be buried in their birth-
place, there are also larger 
plots where there is a formal 
Military Plot. Casualties here 
can be found from all corners 
of the world. We work on the 

principle that their memory is 
never forgotten and each and 
every one is  looked after and 
maintained (all nationalities 
friend and foe) whether in a 
maintained plot or as a single 
casualty in a village church. 
As you can imagine this can 
involve lots of travel to places 
maybe only we might go and 
believe me the journey is mag-
ical and never ceases to inspire 
me every time I walk up to a 
headstone or private memori-
al where a casualty lies.
 We try and visit every casualty 
in the region within a 2-3 year 
cycle and look to maintain 
their resting place to a stand-
ard that is acceptable. We 
order new headstones when 
needed and work on family 
private memorials when per-
mission is granted.
On the day of my visit I had 
already covered 19 sites in the 
area where 221 casualties lie.  
This is just within 30 mile ra-
dius or similar to where I was 
lucky enough to stay that Jan-
uary evening. The link below 
will give much more of an in-
sight to the great work we car-
ry out all over the world.
 
https://www.cwgc.org/

News&Views 232 | March-April 2020
THE STORY

8

My name is Neil Lewis 
and I am blessed to 
work for the Com-

monwealth War Graves 
Commission(CWGC) as a 

“Regional Operations Coordi-
nator”(ROC). In conversation 
with Dominic over breakfast 

at Hafan Deg B&B in 
Maeshafn, I was asked 
what my job involved.

Pub 
Opening

The War graves 
Inspector


